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A] WHEN WAS THE CHUMASH GIVEN TO MOSHE?

AJPND DD DA NYNTON N 3T 1.

N9 NP
Parashat Bahar begins with an unexpected reference to its mitzvot being given at Har Sinai.
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Rashi famously quotes the opinion in Chazal that this teaches that ALL the oral Torah was told orally to Moshe at Sinai.
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R. Yishmael understands that the Torah was only given at Sinai in outline and the details were filled in over the 40 years
in the desert. R. Akiva understands that the full Torah was given, with all its details, at Sinai and was then re-given for a
second and third time in a three-stage process - on Sinai, in the Ohel Moed (Mishkan) and on the Plains of Moav, before
the entry into Israel.
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The Ramban understands that when R. Akiva says that the whole Torah was given ‘at Sinai’, he is not only referring to
Sinai before the sin of the Golden Calf. Rather, ‘Sinai’ also refers to the period after that episode, when the Jewish
people remained at Sinai for almost a year and built the Ohel Moed. This was the period not only of the last part of the
book of Shemot but also the book of Vayikra. Thus, this was a ‘Brit Chadasha’ - a new covenant with new mitzvot (as
well as the core body of the old mitzvot from before the Chet.) This new covenant of Vayikra comes with a special
warning at the end - the tochacha!
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This idea is picked up by the Seforno (16th century, Italy) who learns that some of the new mitzvot in Vayikra - in
particular the laws of kashrut and some of the prohibited sexual relationships (eg nidda) - were given in specific
response to the sin of the Golden Calf. They were not initially intended to be part of the Torah but reflect the lower
spiritual status of the people after that sin. The (highly controversial!) implication is that these extra mitzvot will in the
future Messianic age no longer be relevant. This goes to the essence of a major debate in the Rishonim as to the nature
of Yemot HaMashiach (Rambam’s 12th Ikar) and whether the Torah will one day change as a result of the Messianic
Age (Rambam’s 9th Ikar).

B] WHEN WAS THE CHUMASH WRITTEN DOWN?
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The Chumash narrates that Moshe wrote down the Torah at the end of his life.
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The Gemara gives two opinions - that the Torah was written in instalments or that the Torah was written at the end of the
40 years. No opinion holds that Moshe had a complete written Torah at Har Sinai.
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According to the Ramban, even the opinion ‘megila megila’ - ie installments, is referring to two installments only - at
Matan Torah and at the end of the 40 years.
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The Netziv introduces another variable - some of the parshiot were given orally on an ‘as needs’ basis. They were then
written down later in the Ohel Moed.
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Ramban understands that the entire Torah was written by Moshe (including the last few verses that deal with Moshe’s
own death).
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This is also the position of the Rambam.
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This position flows from a dispute in the Gemara as how the last 8 verses of the Chumash were written - either by Moshe
or by Yehoshua. Rambam and Ramban clearly rule like R. Shimon.

e 13DD M3 973,305 B DEN DL INH ¥ HED 3DD PIODD DN DT W - nwp by 15,

N1Y D127 NRY JAN
However, the Ibn Ezra takes the position of R. Yehuda that the last verses were written by Yehoshua .....
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..... and maybe even by Yehoshua at the end of his life.

» We will look in more depth at this position of the Ibn Ezra in the following shiur be’H.
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18. Insofar as the sequence of the giving of the sections of the Torah, and identification of the places and the times of their being
transmitted requires painstaking analysis and much study, and many sections of the Gemara with back-and-forth dispute are
dedicated to the topic, such as the sections in Gittin 60a and Chagiga 6a, we have thought it worth-while to present what we have
concluded from our analysis of the topic. ...

It is clear from the words of our Sages that all six hundred thirteen commandments were taught to Moshe on Mount Sinai during
those forty days, and the opinion of Rabbi Akiva, found in Chagiga 6, is that both general principles and details were stated at Sinai,
[and this is also the opinion of Rashi in his Commentary on the Torah at the beginning of Parshas Behar]. And in the second period
of forty days, the Holy One Blessed is He returned to him the entire Torah, for it would not be proper that he should retain anything
from what he had learned during the initial period of forty days, for that Covenant was broken. And also, Moshe was not
commanded to write them yet, nor to transmit them to the People of Israel, except for in the special cases of particular
commandments that he was commanded to give over to the People of Israel.

But nevertheless, he was not commanded to write them, according to the one who says that the Torah was given as a “complete
aggregate” [Gittin 60a], and when the Mishkan was erected, the subjects that he had learned at Sinai were reviewed with him, in
the Ohel Moed. And there remains room to speculate as to whether all the six hundred thirteen commandments were reviewed with
him in the Ohel Moed at one time, or whether only those which the People of Israel were being commanded at that time were
reviewed with him.

And at the Plains of Moav the commandments were taught to him a third time, and the Divine Presence was, as it were, speaking
from the throat of Moshe. And this time he was commanded to write them down, in accordance with the language that had been
spoken to him in the case of each individual section at the time that he had been commanded to transmit them to the People of
Israel.

And among them were commandments that were written in the language in which he had received them at Sinai, and
commandments in the language in which they were said to him in the Ohel Moed, and some in the language of the Plains of Moav.
And there were some that had been repeated and some that were taught a third time, and all the writing was “dictated, as it were,
from the mouth of Hashem, through the hand of Moshe.”

And there were changes in the language in the case of some commandments that had been taught at Sinai and at the Ohel Moed
and at the Plains of Moav. That variation was to hint to us in its written form, the Torah was taught to Moshe at Sinai in the form of
“Torah she-b’al peh,” as our Rabbis have received the Tradition, to interpret the Torah according to its words written in the short
form and those written in the long form and those written with transformations of letters.

Chazon Ish Moed 125"

C] WHY IS THE TORAH NOT NECESSARILY CHRONOLOGICAL?

* We saw above different views as to whether the Torah was finally written in ‘installments’ (albeit maybe only two according to the
Ramban) or written by Moshe in one dictation at the end of his life. Why is this relevant to us today?
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The Book of Bamidbar opens in the second month of the second year in the desert .....
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.... but later (in Baha’alotcha) it reverts to the first month of that year in order to teach the mitzva of Pesach Sheni.

1. Translation from Torah Lab - see http://www.torahlab.org/calendar/article/what_happened_at_sinai/
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The Gemara® uses this obvious lack of chronological order to teach the principle of TN MIMNND DT PN - that the
broader picture of the Torah is not necessarily presented in a chronological order. However, within the same parasha’,
the order IS chronological.
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The Mechilta gives a long list of examples of verses in Torah, Nevi’im and Ketuvim which appear to be out of order. In
each case it gives the response - NN IMNN OTPM PXRY. Torah (and it appears Tanach also) is not necessarily
presented in a chronological order.
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In the Beraita of the 32 hermeneutic rules of interpreting aggada’ attributed to R. Eliezer ben R. Yossi Hagalili, this

principle - that the parshiot and topics presented in the Torah are not necessarily in chronological order - is given as
rules 31 and 32.

»OY 23 HPD H DN .DND3 IMNHM DIPIN 7O PHE DTN INH 1 9D H) IO £HIZE LI - PYNID wINa (N) 24,
7353 2F DD HXH MIIMIPD HY I3TN3 dHILY PIL ML W3 5oL ,5HILY XL 1Py ML

N0 92903 'Y
Rashi explains’ that there is broader thematic reason for presenting the parshiot at the start of Bamidbar
non-chronologically - in order not to begin the book with a negative presentation of Klal Yisrael who only kept one
Pesach in 40 years in the desert.
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The Ibn Ezra, like Rashi, often employs the principle of "MN2 IMRD OTPM PN, Here, the Ibn Ezra explains that the
episode of Korach’s rebellion actually took place in Midbar Sinai BEFORE the sin of the spies, when the Levi'im and
Cohanim were originally appointed. However, the Ramban limits the application of ‘ein mukdam’ to cases where the
Torah is explicitly non-chronological. Here, he insists that Korach’s rebellion took place in Midbar Paran, AFTER the
sin of the spies’.

2. This analysis is also found in the Sifrei on Baha'alotcha (64). See also Yerushalmi Megila 7a

3. Rabbeinu Chananel understands that the order will be chronological within the same topic of discussion in the Chumash.

4. This Beraita is quoted widely by Rishonim, including Rashi. Academic scholars differ as to its authorship, some arguing that it dates only from the time of the Geonim (possibly
written by R. Shmuel ben Hofni Gaon in the introduction to his Torah commentary.) Others argue that the language indicates a much early, Tannaitic origin.

5. See Ramban (loc cit) who gives different reasons as to why these parshiot at the beginning of Bamidbar are in non-chronological order.

6. On sequential and non-sequential readings by the commentator of the book of Shemot see for instance 7eruma - Of Sequence and Sanctuary by R. Chanoch Waxman -
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/tanakh/torah/sefer-shemot/parashat-teruma/teruma-sequence-and-sanctuary. On the chronology of the book of Yehoshua see 7here Is No
Chronological Order In The Toralr. An Axiom For Understanding The Book Of Joshua. R. Hayyim Angel (Jewish Bible Quarterly 36:1 (2008) pp 3-11)
https://jbq.jewishbible.org/assets/Uploads/361/361_JOSHUA.pdf
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Once we understand that the Chumash was not necessarily written in one installment, or chronologically, some verses,
such as this verse in Beshalach, begins to make more sense.

D] TORAH AS POETRY
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The Torah calls itself a ‘shira’ - a poem.
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The Netziv (R. Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin of Volozhin - 19C) understands that we are required to read the verses of the
Torah with the same nuance and sophistication that we bring to the reading of poetry!

E] UNDERSTANDING OUR LIMITS IN TORAH INTERPRETATION
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Midrash Tehillim suggests that the Torah is sometimes written out of chronological order in order to prevent its misuse
for mystical purposes!
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Tosafot Rabbeinu Peretz alludes to this reason in his commentary on the Bavli.

7. Mishlei 5:6 - “Lest you weigh the path of life, her paths have wandered off and you shall not know.”
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